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S Preface %

Maggie is a delightful six year old girl. She is a joy to her parents and all those
around her. Her round, smiling, dimpled face is surrounded by a mass of dark wavy
hair. Being a typical little girl, Maggie loves to fix her hair up with curls and ribbons
and barrettes. Maggie and her mother love spending time together working with her
hair. Everyone admires it and tells her what beautiful hair she has.

One day Maggie and her Mommy go to the doctor for a visit because Maggie has a
cold that won't go away. Maggie enjoys visiting the doctor. He is friendly and gentle
and always has a surprise for Maggie before she leaves. However, today after the
check-up, Dr. Howard asks Maggie to go and wait in the other room for awhile. He
wants to talk with her Mommy — alone.

“Mrs. Anderson, | must be perfectly frank with you. I'm afraid | have some very bad
news. Maggie is a very sick girl.” Mrs. Anderson lets out an agonized gasp.

“But doctor, how could she? Look at her! She just has a little cold! She’s not.... It
can't be true!”

Dr. Howard moves over and sits across from the distraught mother. As he looks her
in the eye, he says with great confidence, “Mrs. Anderson, do not lose hope. There
is a cure that is 100% effective. We can start Maggie on it right away.”

“Are you really sure? Will it work for my little girl?”
“Trust me,” states Dr. Howard.

Dr. Howard begins to explain to Mrs. Anderson the course of treatment. He has just
finished saying, “She will lose her hair ...” when Mrs. Anderson breaks in with, “Oh
no Doctor! We can't let that happen. Maggie loves her hair. She would feel terrible.
She loves to look at it and fix it up. She would feel ugly without it. People tell her how
wonderful it is. Her feelings would be hurt. We can’t let that happen to our sweet
Maggie! Can't we just wait awhile?”

“But Mrs. Anderson, you don’t seem to understand. Unless
we do this treatment Maggie will surely die!”
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