Children Desiring God Distinctions
A BIG VISION
OF GOD

A SERIOUS AND SOBER
VIEW OF SIN

Our curricula aims to acquaint children with the
incomparable majesty of the triune God by digging
deep into His divine character as revealed throughout
Scripture. We believe that children should be taught
the beauty and grandeur of His manifold perfections. In
completing our scope and sequence, children will have
learned and explored, with increasing depth, more than
20 distinct attributes of God.

In order to fully embrace the Gospel, children must first
come to an appropriate understanding of the true nature
of sin and the offense that it is to God’s holiness. Sin is
no trifling matter. It is not simply a matter of “mistakes”
or disobeying rules. Its consequences go far beyond a
broken friendship with God. Our curriculum takes our
total depravity very seriously, as well as God’s righteous
wrath and condemnation. Therefore, lessons dealing
with sin and God’s judgment use texts, illustrations and
explanations that convey these truths in an appropriate
tone and manner. Children are challenged to think deep
and hard about their standing before God and Jesus’
call to repent and believe.

THE CENTRALITY OF GOD
IN ALL THINGS
Every lesson in every curriculum aims to magnify the
triune God above all—His name, fame, honor and glory.
We believe children will find their greatest joy when they
esteem God most. Therefore, the lessons use language,
illustrations and applications that point children toward
God-adoration. Furthermore, the curricula challenge
children to see that every aspect of life is to fall under
centrality of God and His sovereign rule.

DOCTRINAL DEPTH,
ACCURACY AND CLARITY
We believe deep biblical truths and doctrines can and
should be taught to children. Doing so requires teaching
truths in an accurate, clear, yet child-friendly manner.
To that end, every lesson in our curriculum is carefully
reviewed by an experienced theological editor.

FAITHFULNESS TO
THE GOSPEL
The central message of the Bible culminates in the
Person and work of Jesus—the Gospel—in which He
brings sinners near to God. The Gospel is simple, yet
amazingly profound, freely offered, yet extremely costly,
and should be communicated as such. We believe
this is best done by repeatedly drawing attention to
essential Gospel truths found throughout Scripture:
God is the sovereign Creator and Ruler, God is holy,
man is sinful, God is just, God is merciful, Jesus is holy
and righteous, Jesus died to save sinners, etc. Every
lesson presents one or more of these essential truths,
and every curriculum, as a whole, clearly and explicitly
presents the Gospel to children.
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A SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
THAT AIMS TO PRESENT THE
WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD
We believe that in order for children to have a balanced
perspective on God, His purposes and how we are to
respond to Him, they must be presented with the whole
counsel of God. They must see both the “big picture”
and the particulars of Scripture. Therefore, our scope
and sequence incorporates the following theological
disciplines:
• A CHRONOLOGICAL PRESENTATION OF BIBLE
STORIES—acquainting children with a historical
overview of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.
• BIBLICAL THEOLOGY—emphasizing the
“meta-narrative” of the Bible, which follows the
historical/redemptive work of Christ.
• SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY—teaching children the
major doctrines of the Christian faith.
• EXPLICIT GOSPEL—giving a proper summary of
the key essential truths of the Gospel.
• MORAL INSTRUCTION—providing biblical
instruction regarding God’s commands and ways,
and our obedience to them.
• BOOK STUDIES—studying individual books of
the Bible using inductive Bible study tools.
Each particular curriculum will emphasize one or more
of these disciplines during the course of the study, but
through the entirety of our scope and sequence, we
aim to have a balanced approach—not neglecting one
discipline at the expense of another.
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A RIGOROUS STUDY
OF THE BIBLE AND
TRAINING OF THE MIND
We believe that if children are to embrace and live
out the Gospel, they must have a right knowledge of
God and His purposes, as revealed in His inerrant
and authoritative Word. Therefore, children must be
taught to properly study and interpret God’s Word.
Using an age-appropriate, step-by-step approach,
the lesson format trains students to interact with the
text using proper Bible study methods. This process
begins in earnest in first grade and increases in depth
and rigor as children age and mature. Furthermore,
we incorporate an interactive teaching style, carefully
laid out for teachers, that serves to develop critical
thinking and reasoning skills aimed at a deeper
understanding of the things of God and the ability
to rightly apply the Word of God.

AGE-APPROPRIATE VISUALS
AND ILLUSTRATIONS
THAT ENHANCE THE
LEARNING EXPERIENCE
Key truths are often more easily grasped and better
understood when explained in conjunction with concrete
visuals and illustrations. Our curricula offer numerous
color visuals and suggested illustrations to enhance
the learning process. In so doing, children are provided
with opportunities to be actively involved in the lesson.
These visuals and illustrations are age-appropriate, yet
also treat the subject matter in an honoring manner.

PERSONAL APPLICATION
THAT ENCOURAGES A
PROPER RESPONSE IN THE
MIND, HEART AND WILL
Knowledge of biblical truth is not enough. We are called to
rightly respond to the truth. Each lesson in our curricula
ends by encouraging children to personally embrace and
apply the truths learned. Through carefully constructed
questions, we offer adult leaders practical, specific
suggestions to challenge the children in their faith and
spiritual walk. Our goal is to encourage genuine faith that
is increasingly evidenced by love for God and spiritual fruit
and good works. We also offer questions that specifically
challenge unbelievers to consider the truths of Scripture.
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EXCITEMENT FOR GOD’S
GLOBAL PURPOSES
We desire that our children and students come to know,
love and actively participate in God’s mission among
the unsaved and unreached. Every curriculum includes
specific, age-appropriate components that focus on
evangelism and world missions.

MAXIMIZING CLASSROOM
TIME WITH BIBLICAL
TEACHING AND
SPIRITUAL DISCUSSION
We believe that time in the classroom should be
structured to emphasize biblical teaching and
application. However, depending on the age group and
time availability, additional hands-on activities may
be warranted. Therefore, each lesson suggests further
optional activities for the classroom. They have been
developed in such a way to either reinforce lesson
themes or introduce some other valuable faith building
endeavor: missions, Bible skills, Bible memory, etc.

ASSISTING PARENTS IN
DISCIPLING THEIR CHILDREN
We strongly believe that God has ordained parents as
the primary teachers and disciplers of their children.
The church is to strengthen and assist parents in this
mission. To that end, we provide parent resource pages
to accompany every lesson. Not only do these pages
outline the Scripture and main themes presented in
the lesson, but they also give suggestions for further
spiritual discussion in the home, as well as simple
activities to reinforce the lesson.

STEWARDSHIP
OF RESOURCES
We believe it is incumbent on churches to be responsible
stewards of the resources God has given to them. To
that end, we strive to offer resources that have been
specifically designed for durability and re-use. Though in
the first year, an average church will spend approximately
the same amount of money, or slightly more than it would
have spent purchasing a curriculum package from another
publisher, subsequent years are much less expensive
since only our student materials are consumable.
Teacher’s materials, including visual classroom aids,
are printed and packaged for years of re-use.
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