Presenting the Gospel ¢to Children

Children Desiring God, Children’s Leadership Conference April, 2007
Seminar leader: Jill Nelson

The evangelical church, especially in this past generation, has often changed the gospel of Jesus. It
has been changed into a gospel that exalts man and the desire to be loved and made much of
instead of exalting God'’s love displayed in the person and work of Jesus Christ, who alone brings us
near to God so that we might experience the immeasurable joy of making much of God forever.

How do we present the gospel to children in a God-centered way? First, we need to understand
three encompassing themes in the gospel message:

1. GOD is the starting point of the gospel.
2. GODis the vehicle of the gospel.

3. GOD is the goal of the gospel.

Secondly, keep in mind the following four things:

1. Understand your role as a parent or teacher — you are to be a planter and waterer
of the truth. (1 Corinthians 3:6)

2. Have along-term perspective.

3. The hopeis in the MESSAGE not the method. (Romans 10:17)

4. Put the gospel message in its proper context: within the whole counsel of God.
(2 Timothy 3:14-15)
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10 Essential Gospel Truths

TRUTH# 1 God is the sovereign Creator of all things.

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 44:24; Psalm 19:1; Psalm 24:1; Psalm 22:28

EXPLANATION There is a living, eternal God who created all things. Eternal means that God had no
beginning and will have no ending. So God was never born. He never had a birthday. He
has always been alive and will always be alive. God will never die. And this one, eternal God made everything — all by
Himself. God made the sky and the stars and the ground and the trees and the plants and the animals and all the
people. God can do this because He is an almighty God. This means God is all-powerful and nothing is too hard for Him
to do.

Because God made everything, everything belongs to God. That means that God owns all of the rocks, trees, stars,
oceans, plants, and people — everything! God is also the sovereign ruler over all that He has created. That means that
God is “the boss”. He is the King of His creation and He controls it and rules over it.

ILLUSTRATION

IMPLICATION God created you. You belong to God. God is your ruler.
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TRUTH# 2 God created people for His glory.

SCRIPTURE I Corinthians 10:31; (Isaiah 43:6-7)

EXPLANATION People make things to have a special purpose. Cars are made for driving in. Refrigerators
are made to keep food cold. These things are made in a special way so that they can do

what they were made to do. God created people for a special purpose also, so God created people in a certain way.
God
created men and women and boys and girls in His image and likeness. That means that God created people to be like
Him in certain ways. God created us different from the animals and all other things. For example, we were created with
minds that can learn about God. Dogs can't do this. God created us with hearts that have certain feelings and emotions
so that we could love God. Gorillas can’t love God.

Why did God make people in His image and likeness? God made us this way so that we would show how great He is!
God created us so that we could know Him and have a very special kind of relationship with Him. God wants us know
and love Him so that you and | would want to say things like: God is the greatest and best! | love Him most of alll God
makes me more happy than anything or anyone else! This is the purpose that God created you for!

And God wants His people to be able to do this forever. That is why God created heaven. Heaven is a place for God's
people to live with Him forever. Living forever with God is the best thing ever!

ILLUSTRATION

IMPLICATION God created you to show how great He is.
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TRUTH# 3 God is holy and righteous.

SCRIPTURE Deuteronomy 32:4; Romans 7:12; Leviticus 19:2, 37

EXPLANATION God is so great, He is unlike anyone or anything else. God is holy. That means that God is
perfect in every way. God is also righteous — everything He thinks, says, and does is right.
He never does anything wrong. God never has sinned and never will sin.

Because God is holy and righteous and because God made you and me to be like Him, we must be holy and righteous
too. In the Bible, God gave us His holy and righteous commands. They are good commands. For example, the Ten
Commandments tell us what kind of thoughts, desires, words, and actions are holy and righteous. In order to be holy
and righteous, God says that people must obey these commands, perfectly, all of the time.

ILLUSTRATION

IMPLICATION God’s commands are holy and righteous. You must obey them all of the time.
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TRUTH # 4 Man is sinful.

SCRIPTURE Romans 3:20, 23

EXPLANATION In the Bible God'’s law — the Ten Commandments — show us that God is holy and righteous.
God'’s people must also be holy and righteous. If we are to live with God in heaven forever,
we must obey all of His commands perfectly, all of the time. We must never do anything wrong. Can we do this? Have
you ever disobeyed any of God’s commands? Which ones? Have I?

So God’'s commands also show us something else — they show us that we do wrong things. God’s commands show us
that we don't obey God all of the time. God’'s commands show us that we all break His laws. That means that everyone
— all people, even children and babies — are sinners. Being a sinner is the opposite of being holy and righteous. Sin is
disobeying God. When did our sin begin? We were born with sin. From the very first moment you started growing inside
your mommy'’s body, you had a sin nature — the desire to sin. When a little baby gets angry and arches his back be-
cause dad is putting him in his car seat, he is acting out his sin nature. When a little toddler stamps her foot and says,
“NO!” to mom, she is acting out her sin nature.

We received our sin nature from the first people, Adam and Eve, when they sinned in the Garden of Eden. And we show
that we are sinners like them by the wrong things we think, desire, say, and do. For example: We don't’ always love God
most of all. We don’t obey His good command to honor mom and dad. Sometimes we lie about someone.

ILLUSTRATION

IMPLICATION You have disobeyed God’s commands. You are a sinner,
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TRUTH#5 God is just and is right to punish sin.

SCRIPTURE Romans 1:18; 6:23a

EXPLANATION Because God is holy and righteous, He is right not to permit or allow any sin. Sin — even one
sin — is not okay with God. God hates sin and is very angry with sin. God is right to punish
sin. That's what it means that God is “just”. And God has decided that the right punishment for sin is death and hell.
Death means experiencing God’s great anger forever in a place called hell.

Because everyone is a sinner — including you and me — we all deserve to be punished by God. God would be right to
send us all to hell. And there is nothing that we can do to help ourselves: We can't become sinless by trying to do more
good things than bad things — its too late for that isn't it. We've already sinned too many times. We can’t obey God
perfectly — no matter how hard we work at it. We have a sin nature that makes us like the wrong things and makes us
want to do the wrong things. We can’t clean away our sin. Mommy and daddy can't help you — mommy and daddy are
helpless too.

There is nothing more terrible than hell — it is worse than spankings, or bad ouwies, or being afraid, or being apart from
mommy and daddy forever. We can never be happy in hell but we are helpless to save ourselves. We can only be
happy forever if we go to heaven and live with God forever. But sinners can’t go to heaven. We deserve to be sent to
hell. This is a huge problem — it is our biggest problem!

ILLUSTRATION

IMPLICATION  You deserve God’s punishment of death and hell. You are helpless to save yourself,
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TRUTH# 6 God is merciful, He is kind to undeserving sinners.

SCRIPTURE Psalm 145:8; Ephesians 2:8-9

EXPLANATION God is holy and righteous. God is right to demand that people be holy and righteous like
Him. God’s commands show us what it means to be holy and righteous. God’s commands
also show us that we are all sinners. Because God is just, He is right to punish sinners — you and me — with death and
hell. This is our biggest problem! And we are helpless to solve this problem. Is there anyone who COULD help us? Yes,
GOD! God is all-powerful and nothing is too hard for Him to do. How could He help us? And why would He want to help
us?

God is a merciful God. That means that God is kind to sinners who don’t deserve His kindness. God’'s mercy (or grace)
is like a free gift or present. Presents are wonderful things that someone gives to you. God gives helpless sinners the
free gift of His kindness. It's a free gift from God because it is not something that you deserve. God gives it to sinners
because He wants to, not because He owes it to anyone. You can’t work for God’s mercy or earn God’s mercy by any-
thing you do. How does God show that He is merciful to

sinners?

One way is by being patient with us. Even though God is right to be very angry with sin, God is slow to get angry and
slow to punish us. God doesn’t have a temper tantrum when people sin. God’s anger isn’t “out of control”. He doesn’t
throw us eagerly into hell when we sin. The fact that you and | are still alive, even after we have sinned against God,
proves that God is patient with us. It is a free gift of His kindness — even though we don’t deserve His kindness.

But even though God is patient, He still must punish sin. So God in His mercy made a way for sin to be punished and
sinners be saved. God, in His great kindness, made a way for sinners to be saved from death and hell so that we could
go to heaven and live forever with God instead. That is the most merciful thing that God could do! That is the best free
gift that God could ever give to sinners Did God have to do this? No. God did this because He is merciful and good.

ILLUSTRATION

IMPLICATION You must depend on God’s mercy in order to be saved.

Children Desiring God©2007 7




TRUTH# 7 Jesus is God’s holy and righteous Son.

SCRIPTURE John I:1, 14; I Timothy I:15

EXPLANATION How did God make a way for sin to be punished and sinners to be saved? By sending His
one and only Son, Jesus, into the world. Because Jesus is the Son of God, He is fully God.
That means that everything that is true of God the Father, is true of Jesus. For example, Jesus is all-powerful — just like
God. That is why Jesus could things like healing sick people, making crippled people walk, making blind men see, and
bringing dead people back to life.

But when God sent Jesus to live on this earth, God also had Jesus become fully human. That is why Jesus was born as
a real baby and grew up like real boys do and became a grown man. Because Jesus became a real person like you and
me, He knows what its like to be sleepy and hungry. He understands what it is like to learn to walk and run and read and
write. He knows how hard it can be to trust and obey God all of the time. And even though Jesus became just like us in
all of these ways, He was able to do something that we could never, ever do. Jesus never once sinned! Because He is
God'’s Son, He was born without a sin nature. Jesus was born without the desire to sin. And even when the devil
tempted Him to sin, Jesus never sinned. Jesus perfectly obeyed God’s holy, righteous, and good commands ALL of the
time! Jesus is holy and righteous. This is great news for sinners!

ILLUSTRATION

IMPLICATION Jesus came into the world to save you.
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TRUTH# 8 God put the punishment of sinners on Jesus,

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 53:5; Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24

EXPLANATION Our biggest problem is that we are sinners who deserve to be punished by God with death and hell.
But because God is merciful, He made a way for sin to be punished and sinners to be saved. How?
God sent Jesus into the world to save helpless sinners. How could Jesus do this? Because Jesus is fully God, He did something that
you or | or anyone else could ever do. Jesus obeyed all of God’'s commands, all of the time. Jesus never sinned, He is perfectly holy
and righteous. How does this help sinners?

Since Jesus is holy and righteous and had no sin of His own, He was able to be the perfect substitute for sinners. What is a
substitute? Someone who takes the place of someone else. For example, a substitute teacher takes the place of your teacher when
she is absent. A baby-sitter takes the place of mom and dad when they are gone.

Jesus acted as a substitute for sinners by taking the place of sinners. How? Jesus was willing to take the punishment for all the sins
of His people. Jesus received from God the punishment that His people deserved. Jesus did this on the cross. This is what God sent
Jesus into the world to do. That is why Jesus was hung on a cross — so that God, His Father, would punish Jesus instead of having to
punish His people. When Jesus died on the cross in place of His sinful people, He experienced all of the terrible anger and hatred
that God has toward their sin.

Not only did Jesus take away the sin and punishment of His people so that our sins would be forgiven, Jesus also gives something to
His people — something that you and | need in order to go to heaven and live forever with God. What did Jesus give to His people?
His perfect righteousness! Remember, God says that we must be holy and righteous and obey Him all of the time. Jesus always
obeyed God. Jesus is righteous and holy. When Jesus died on the cross He took away the sin and punishment of His people and
then gives to them His perfect righteousness!

But Jesus’ death on the cross was not the end of the story. After Jesus died, He was buried. But guess what? Jesus didn’t stay
buried. He was resurrected from the dead. That means that He rose from the death and came alive again! Jesus’ resurrection is proof
that He has won the battle over sin and death and hell. And because of this, God’s people are now saved so that they can someday
go to heaven and live with and enjoy God forever! Jesus is a living Savior. There is no one else like Jesus!

ILLUSTRATION

IMPLICATION Jesus died on the cross to be punished in your place.
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TRUTH# 9 God offers the free gift of salvation to those who
repent and believe in Jesus.

SCRIPTURE Mark 1:15; John 3:16-17; Acts 4:12; Ephesians 2:8-9

EXPLANATION Jesus came into the world in order to save sinners from death and hell so that we could go
to heaven and live with God forever. The word salvation means “to save” someone. And
because of what Jesus did, God now wants to give sinners the free gift of salvation. Salvation is like a wonderful gift — in
fact, it's the best present that you could ever receive! Salvation is a free gift because it's something you don’t deserve
and could never earn or work for. Jesus did all the work for you!

Does that mean that everyone — all people — are saved from death and hell because of what Jesus has done? Does it
mean that as long as you know the story about what Jesus did on the cross, you will be saved? How can you and | get
this free gift from God? God has decided that He will give salvation to everyone who repents of their sins and believes in
Jesus. When God decides to save a sinner, He brings about a change in his or her heart. What is this change?
Repentance and belief. To repent means that you understand that you are a helpless sinner who deserves the punish-
ment of death and hell. And knowing that, you feel terrible about your sin and your disobedience to God. You hate your
own sin, your sin nature, and sin of all kinds, and want to turn away from your sin and look to Jesus for forgiveness.

Believing in Jesus means that you believe true things about Him: You believe that He is God’s Son. You believe that He
never sinned. You believe that when He died on the cross, He was punished in your place. You believe that He rose
from the dead and is living today. You believe that He alone can save you and bring you to heaven to live with God for-
ever. But believing in Jesus is not just about knowing and agreeing with true things about Jesus. | can believe that
someone is a good pilot, but if I'm afraid to get on his plane and fly with him, I'm showing that | don’t really believe in his
ability as a pilot.

That is a little like what it means to “believe in Jesus”. It means that you are trusting Him to save your life. You are
depending on Him. You are placing all of your confidence in Him. You believe that He died on the cross for YOU not just
for other people. You believe that He will bring YOU to heaven to live forever with God. And, if you are really trusting in
Jesus, you will also repent of your sins. Repentance and belief always go together.

ILLUSTRATION

IMPLICATION God tells you to believe in Jesus and repent of your sins and you will be saved.
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Those who trust in Jesus will live to please Him and will receive
TRUTH#10 the promise of eternal life — enjoying God forever in heaven.

SCRIPTURE Luke 9:23; John 11:25; [ John 2:25; Psalm 16:11

EXPLANATION If you want play the piano or be on a baseball team, would you expect that it would take a
certain amount of time and practice? Would it be a good thing want to think about this before
you started piano lessons or joined the baseball team? Why? There is a “cost” involved in the choices we make. If you
want to play the piano well it will demand your time because you will have to practice. You will need to give up other
things in order to do it. What might you have to give up in order to play the piano well? What will you need to change in
order to be a good baseball player?

Salvation is a free gift offered to you by God and it is given to everyone who truly repents and is trusting in Jesus. But
salvation is a free gift that will cost you something also — the cost is your whole life! What does that mean? It means that
you must to do things Jesus’ way instead of your own way. It means that every day you must trust and follow Jesus for
the rest of your life — when you're 10, 20, 50, and even 90 years old. In order to do this, there are things you will have to
give up and things and you will need to change.

For example, you will need to spend time praying instead of just playing. You will need to spend time reading your Bible
instead of just watching television. You will need to spend time thinking about God instead of just thinking about friends.
And that is hard work! Have you thought about the “cost” of trusting in Jesus? Are you ready to truly repent and trust
Jesus and then do things His way for the rest of your life? Even when you get old?

God has a promise for everyone who is trusting in Jesus: He will give you a special Helper, the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is God and lives inside every person who trusts in Jesus. The Holy Spirit is all-powerful and He is there to help you
with the hard work of doing things Jesus’ way. The Holy Spirit will begin to change you so that you love, trust, obey, and
enjoy God more and more.

There is a cost in following Jesus, but God has promised a HUGE reward for everyone who trusts in Jesus. A reward
that is so great and exciting that it is better than anything that we can even imagine. What is it? Eternal life! Eternal life is
living forever in heaven with God. Heaven is a real place where everyone who is trusting in Jesus will someday go to
live. God’s people won't sin anymore. Our bodies will be perfect. No more ouwies. No more being sick. No dying. No
more feeling hurt or lonely. There will be no bad things or things that scare us in heaven. Everything will be clean and
perfect and beautiful. But those things aren’t even the best part of heaven. The best part of heaven is that God will live
there with His people. We will finally get to really SEE Jesus! And there is nothing or no one who is as amazing, great,
wonderful, fantastic, beautiful, and exciting as Jesus. And being with Jesus is what will make us happy forever.

ILLUSTRATION

IMPLICATION If you are trusting in Jesus for your salvation, you must follow Him.
Jesus has promised that when you die He will bring you ¢to heaven ¢to
live with God and enjoy Him forever.
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A Summary of the Gospel of Jesus

GOD 1. GOD IS THE SOVEREIGN CREATOR OF ALL THINGS.
ISTHE STARTING > GOD CREATED PEOPLE FOR HIS GLORY.
POINT OF THE
GOSPEL 3. GOD IS HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS.
4. MAN IS SINFUL. Christ also
suffered once
5. GOD IS JUST AND IS RIGHT TO PUNISH SIN. for sins, the
GOD righteous for

6. GOD IS MERCIFUL. HE IS KIND TO UNDESERVING SINNERS.

IS THE VEHICLE the unrighteous,

F THE .
(CBDOSPEL 7. JESUS IS GOD’S HOLY AND RIGHTEOUS SON. that He might
bring us to
8. GOD PUT OUR PUNISHMENT ON JESUS. God.
9. GOD OFFERS THE FREE GIFT OF SALVATION TO 1 Peter 2:18
GOD THOSE WHO REPENT AND BELIEVE IN JESUS.
IS THE GOAL 10. THOSE WHO TRUST IN JESUS WILL LIVE TO PLEASE HIM
OF THE AND WILL RECEIVE THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL LIFE —
GOSPEL ENJOYING GOD FOREVER IN HEAVEN.

Recommended resources for parents and teachers:

Tell the Truth by Will Metzger (InterVarsity Press)

God is the Gospel by John Piper (Crossway Books)

The Gospel According to Jesus by John MacArthur (Zondervan)

Resources for using with children:

The ESV Children’s Bible (Crossway Bibles)
The Gospel for Children by John Leuzarder (Shepherd Press)
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