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God-centered resources for
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A Study for Children on Redemption
Target Grade: Kindergarten Grade Range: Kindergarten
Translation: ESV Author: Jill Nelson

Sunday School Curricula

Lessons: 40

877.400.1414
childrendesiringGod.org

What You Need to Start
Jesus, What a Savior! is written to be taught to lower elementary students over 40 weeks in a Sunday
school setting. The two main compontents of class time are the lesson—20-30 minutes, and the application
time—15-30 minutes. Directions for adapting the curriculum to different time frames or settings, such as a
private school or in the home, are included. The main teacher or team leader for the class should begin with a
Classroom Kit as well as a Student Workbook for each student attending the class.

T e a c h e r’ s G u i d e

Classroom Kit
ORDER ONE PER CLASSROOM
(AVAILABLE IN PRINT OR ELECTRONIC FORMATS)

This kit contains the basic tools you need to start teaching
this curriculum.
Customers choosing the electronic format will download a
PDF file of each resource. Licensing details can be found at
www.childrendesiringGod.org/about/faqs.php. Please note: the
electronic Classroom Kit does not include the Student Workbook
file (separate licenses are available).
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Each kit contains one copy of the following:
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A. Teacher’s Guide
Contains curriculum introduction with teaching instructions,
40 lessons, and an appendix with further teacher resources.
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Print Format: choose from a 3-ring binder or spiral bound.
B. Student Workbook
Workbooks help children apply lesson truths to their own heart.
Includes lesson overview, memory verse/s, and an activity such
as coloring, cutting and pasting, tracing letters, or matching.
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Print Format: printed in black and white and spiral bound.

s t u d e n t Wo r k b o o k

C. Resources DVD
Includes Visuals for Electronic display and printable PDFs of
the Visual Packet, Growing in Faith Together pages, Application
Resources, Optional Activity Handouts, Verse Cards, and the
curriculum logo.
Print Format: DVD with printable files
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Print Format: printed in black and white on heavy cardstock and
bound with a metal ring.
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verse Cards

ORDER ONE PER STUDENT

verse Cards

D. Verse Cards
Pocket-sized cards are used to encourage Bible memorization.
Features the memory verse for each lesson along with several
key themes and definitions from the curriculum.

(AVAILABLE IN PRINT AND ELECTRONIC FORMATS)

B. Recommended for every student to use in the classroom.
Workbooks help children apply lesson truths to their own heart.
Includes lesson overview, memory verse/s, and an activity such
as coloring, cutting and pasting, tracing letters, or matching
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verse Cards

Print Format: printed in black and white and spiral bound.
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•
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Jesus, What a Savior
Scope and Sequence

Jesus, What a Savior is a study for children on redemption. Children
are sinners, and the consequences for their sin are eternal. This
curriculum is designed to present the Gospel, not with "us" at the
center of the story, but with the greatness and worth of God at the
center. Throughout the lessons, an illustration using shiny, black
and red hearts shows what were created to do, the effects of sin on
our hearts, and the absolute need for Christ to restore our hearts.

There is no better place to begin this study than with the Person of God and His amazing character. Children will see that
the Bible is God’s true Word, telling us who God is and what God is like. As they briefly study various attributes of God, they
will see that He is perfect in every way. He is the one deserving of all glory and praise…He is the most special Person of all!

Lesson 2: God Created the World to Show How Special He Is
Memory Verse: Psalm 19:1
The overflow of God's greatness and worth is seen in the glory of His creation where we can feel,
touch, hear and smell how special God is.
Why did God make everything? It was not because He was bored. Children will see that God delights in displaying His
glory through the wondrous things He has made. The Bible tells us how special God is, but this lesson helps children
understand that creation allows us to see, feel, touch, hear, and smell how special God is.

Lesson 3: God's Created People to Enjoy His Glory
Memory Verse: Psalm 16:11a
God created people in His image to show how special He is and He desires to have an intimate
relationship with His people.
God created things to show how special He is. The same is true with His creation of humans, but there is something
different about this creation—God created people in His own image. He did this to show how special He is. This lesson
emphasizes that God desires to have an intimate relationship with the people He created, not because He is lonely, but
because He is their Creator and their God.

Memory Verse: Romans 1:21a

Children will discover what happened when Adam and Eve failed to show how special God is and enjoy Him above all else.
By their actions they told God, “You aren’t as great as You say You are. You can’t satisfy us.” This was sin, and it forever
affected their ability to do the very thing for which they were created—to enjoy God most of all.

Lesson 5: Sin Alienates Adam and Eve from God
Memory Verse: Romans 6:23a
God is perfect and hates sin which separates people from Him. He is right to punish sin with death.
Adam and Eve’s sin separated them from God, and people cannot be truly happy when separated from God. God told
them that sin would lead to death, and children will learn that God is right to punish sin with death.
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T e a c h e r I n t r oduc t ion
M a i n I de a s

• God desires to make a
special people
for Himself.
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• God promises
Abraham descendants
from all nations.
M e mor y Ve r s e

All the nations you have
made shall come and
worship before you, O
Lord, and shall glorify your
name.—Psalm 86:9
Scripture

1) Genesis 12:1-2
2) Genesis 15:1, 5
3) Genesis 21:1-3
4) Genesis 22:1-13, 17-18
5) (Psalm 86:9)
6) (James 2:23)
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• God desires to
make a special
people for Himself.
• God chooses
Abraham to be His
friend and gives
Abraham faith to
trust in Him.

The story of Abraham emphasizes a major theme in the
Bible: justification by faith alone. As we have seen in previous
lessons, all people are helpless sinners and deserve God's
punishment. The only way to be a child of God is to depend
totally on His saving provision. In this lesson we highlighted
some key events in the life of Abraham that demonstrated
his faith in God. Abraham's faith expresses the extent
to which he was trusting in God. Instead of depending on
any ability he had within his own sinful nature, Abraham
put his whole confidence in the greatness and worth of
God, trusting that God would keep all of His promises
(Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19). In Abraham, God revealed His
purpose and promise to establish a great nation of people
saved by faith—a nation that will someday include believers
from all the nations and ethnic groups of the world.

w h at a
• God promises
Abraham
descendants from
all nations.

As you prepare for this week’s lesson, meditate on the
promises of God and His power and faithfulness to keep
them. Are you trusting in God alone for your salvation?
Do you believe that God will keep His promises? Pray for
a heart of faith that will joyfully embrace and trust in the
promises of God. Pray that the children would have faith
awakened in their hearts. Pray that God would use them
to glorify God among the nations and gather for Himself
a people from every tribe and tongue.

sav ior !
Memory Verse
All the nations you
have made shall come
and worship before
you, O Lord, and shall
glorify your name.
—Psalm 86:9

F r om t h e R e s ou r c e s DV D

• Stars (9F)
• 2 Darkened Hearts and 2 Red
Hearts (9G-9H)
• Growing in Faith Together for
Lesson 9 (one per child)

Scripture
1) Genesis 12:1-2
2) Genesis 15:1, 5
3) Genesis 21:1-3
4) Genesis 22:1-13, 17-18
5) Psalm 86:9
6) James 2:23

Other Supplies

• Bible
• 2 paper plates
• 8 crayons
• Small pile of sand (if sand is not
available, use salt or sugar)
• For Application (for each child):
› Star stickers, sequins, or
glitter glue
› Markers or crayons

a study for Children
on redemption
by
Jill Nelson

Main Ideas

The story of Abraham emphasizes a major theme in the Bible:
justification by faith alone. As we have seen in previous lessons, all
people are helpless sinners and deserve God’s punishment. The only
way to be a child of God is to depend totally on His saving provision.
Abraham’s faith expresses the extent to which he was trusting
in God. Instead of depending on any ability he had within his own
sinful nature, Abraham put his whole confidence in the greatness
and worth of God, trusting that God would keep all of His promises
(Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19). In Abraham, God revealed His purpose
and promise to establish a great nation of people saved by faith—a
nation that will someday include believers from all the nations and
ethnic groups of the world.

• Abram (9A)
• Sarai (9B)
• Promise (9C)
• Isaac (9D)
• Ram (9E)

L esson 9
Jesus, What a Savior!

God Makes a Promise to Abraham

God Makes a Promise to Abraham
• God chooses Abraham
to be His friend and
gives Abraham faith to
trust in Him.

Lesson 1: God is the Most Special Person of All
Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
God's true Word, the Bible, tells us who He is and what He is like. He alone can make us truly happy.

Lesson 4: Adam and Eve Sin and Reject God
Adam and Eve sinned: they did not love God most of all.

t e a C h e r’ s G u i d e

Curriculum
Introduction

• For Application (for each group):
› World map
› Photos of people from
other nations

Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, meditate
on the promises of God and His power and faithfulness to
keep them. Ask your child: Are you trusting in God alone
for your salvation? Do you believe that God will keep His
promises? Pray...

• for a heart of faith that will joyfully embrace and
trust in the promises of God.
• that you and your child would have faith awakened
in your heart.
• that God would use each of you to glorify God
among the nations and gather for Himself a people
from every tribe and tongue.

How many stars are in the sky above? Count them. There are
stars.
Would a real night sky have even more stars than this? What promise did God make to
Abraham when he looked up at the night sky? (Hint: Genesis 15:5)
57
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9C: Promise
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Translation: ESV Author: Jill Nelson
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Lessons: 40
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Additional Resources

t e a C h e r’ s G u i d e

Teacher’s Guide

v isua l s PaC k et

Depending on the size and structure of your children's ministry program, as well as the teaching styles of the
ministry team, you may need additional resources in order to accommodate co-teachers and small group
leaders, or to better equip your students to memorize Scripture. The resources listed below are recommended
based on these and other variable factors.

ORDER ONE FOR EACH ADDITIONAL TEACHER
OR SMALL GROUP LEADER
(AVAILABLE IN PRINT OR ELECTRONIC FORMATS)

A. Each co-teacher, small group leader, and team
leader should have their own copy of the curriculum
to study and pray through as they prepare to minister
to the children under their care. The Teacher’s Guide
(which is also available in the Classroom Kit) contains the
curriculum introduction with teaching instructions, 40
lessons, and an appendix with further teacher resources.
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Print Format: choose from a 3-ring binder or spiral bound.

Visuals Packet
ORDER ONE IF YOU WOULD LIKE PRINTED VISUALS

B. Visuals help capture and retain student attention
during the lesson and demonstrate more complicated
concepts. The Visuals Packet contains a full printed
set (167 pages) of the lesson visuals. (The visuals are
also available as PDF files on the Resources DVD in the
Classroom Kit, if you prefer to print them yourself or
display them electronically.)

B

GroW i nG i n Fa it h to Get h e r

Growing in Faith Together
Booklets (Set of 10)
ORDER ONE BOOKLET PER STUDENT OR FAMILY

Jesus,

ORDER ONE PER STUDENT OR FAMILY
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verse Cards
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Print Format: printed in black and white on heavy
cardstock and bound with a metal ring.

verse Cards

D. Verse cards provide a handy tool for students to use to
memorize the verses that correspond to the truths they
are learning each week.

Jesus
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Scope and Sequence

Jesus, What a Savior is a study for children on redemption. Children
are sinners, and the consequences for their sin are eternal. This
curriculum is designed to present the Gospel, not with "us" at the
center of the story, but with the greatness and worth of God at the
center. Throughout the lessons, an illustration using shiny, black
and red hearts shows what were created to do, the effects of sin on
our hearts, and the absolute need for Christ to restore our hearts.

There is no better place to begin this study than with the Person of God and His amazing character. Children will see that
the Bible is God’s true Word, telling us who God is and what God is like. As they briefly study various attributes of God, they
will see that He is perfect in every way. He is the one deserving of all glory and praise…He is the most special Person of all!

Lesson 2: God Created the World to Show How Special He Is
Memory Verse: Psalm 19:1
The overflow of God's greatness and worth is seen in the glory of His creation where we can feel,
touch, hear and smell how special God is.
Why did God make everything? It was not because He was bored. Children will see that God delights in displaying His
glory through the wondrous things He has made. The Bible tells us how special God is, but this lesson helps children
understand that creation allows us to see, feel, touch, hear, and smell how special God is.

Lesson 3: God's Created People to Enjoy His Glory
Memory Verse: Psalm 16:11a
God created people in His image to show how special He is and He desires to have an intimate
relationship with His people.
God created things to show how special He is. The same is true with His creation of humans, but there is something
different about this creation—God created people in His own image. He did this to show how special He is. This lesson
emphasizes that God desires to have an intimate relationship with the people He created, not because He is lonely, but
because He is their Creator and their God.

Memory Verse: Romans 1:21a

Children will discover what happened when Adam and Eve failed to show how special God is and enjoy Him above all else.
By their actions they told God, “You aren’t as great as You say You are. You can’t satisfy us.” This was sin, and it forever
affected their ability to do the very thing for which they were created—to enjoy God most of all.

Lesson 5: Sin Alienates Adam and Eve from God
Memory Verse: Romans 6:23a
God is perfect and hates sin which separates people from Him. He is right to punish sin with death.
Adam and Eve’s sin separated them from God, and people cannot be truly happy when separated from God. God told
them that sin would lead to death, and children will learn that God is right to punish sin with death.

Jesus, What a Savior! Scope & Sequence © 2013 Children Desiring God

Lesson 9

Growing in Faith Together

Lesson 9
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Lesson Summary

T e a c h e r I n t r oduc t ion
M a i n I de a s

• God desires to make a
special people
for Himself.
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• God promises
Abraham descendants
from all nations.
M e mor y Ve r s e

All the nations you have
made shall come and
worship before you, O
Lord, and shall glorify your
name.—Psalm 86:9
Scripture

1) Genesis 12:1-2
2) Genesis 15:1, 5
3) Genesis 21:1-3
4) Genesis 22:1-13, 17-18
5) (Psalm 86:9)
6) (James 2:23)

Jesus, What a Savior! © 2013 by Jill Nelson, Published by Children Desiring God

• God desires to
make a special
people for Himself.
• God chooses
Abraham to be His
friend and gives
Abraham faith to
trust in Him.
• God promises
Abraham
descendants from
all nations.

As you prepare for this week’s lesson, meditate on the
promises of God and His power and faithfulness to keep
them. Are you trusting in God alone for your salvation?
Do you believe that God will keep His promises? Pray for
a heart of faith that will joyfully embrace and trust in the
promises of God. Pray that the children would have faith
awakened in their hearts. Pray that God would use them
to glorify God among the nations and gather for Himself
a people from every tribe and tongue.

Memory Verse
All the nations you
have made shall come
and worship before
you, O Lord, and shall
glorify your name.
—Psalm 86:9

F r om t h e R e s ou r c e s DV D

• Stars (9F)
• 2 Darkened Hearts and 2 Red
Hearts (9G-9H)
• Growing in Faith Together for
Lesson 9 (one per child)

Scripture
1) Genesis 12:1-2
2) Genesis 15:1, 5
3) Genesis 21:1-3
4) Genesis 22:1-13, 17-18
5) Psalm 86:9
6) James 2:23

Other Supplies

• Bible
• 2 paper plates
• 8 crayons
• Small pile of sand (if sand is not
available, use salt or sugar)
• For Application (for each child):
› Star stickers, sequins, or
glitter glue
› Markers or crayons

a study for Children
on redemption
by
Jill Nelson

Main Ideas

The story of Abraham emphasizes a major theme in the Bible:
justification by faith alone. As we have seen in previous lessons, all
people are helpless sinners and deserve God’s punishment. The only
way to be a child of God is to depend totally on His saving provision.
Abraham’s faith expresses the extent to which he was trusting
in God. Instead of depending on any ability he had within his own
sinful nature, Abraham put his whole confidence in the greatness
and worth of God, trusting that God would keep all of His promises
(Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19). In Abraham, God revealed His purpose
and promise to establish a great nation of people saved by faith—a
nation that will someday include believers from all the nations and
ethnic groups of the world.

• Abram (9A)
• Sarai (9B)
• Promise (9C)
• Isaac (9D)
• Ram (9E)

• For Application (for each group):
› World map
› Photos of people from
other nations

The story of Abraham emphasizes a major theme in the
Bible: justification by faith alone. As we have seen in previous
lessons, all people are helpless sinners and deserve God's
punishment. The only way to be a child of God is to depend
totally on His saving provision. In this lesson we highlighted
some key events in the life of Abraham that demonstrated
his faith in God. Abraham's faith expresses the extent
to which he was trusting in God. Instead of depending on
any ability he had within his own sinful nature, Abraham
put his whole confidence in the greatness and worth of
God, trusting that God would keep all of His promises
(Hebrews 11:8-12, 17-19). In Abraham, God revealed His
purpose and promise to establish a great nation of people
saved by faith—a nation that will someday include believers
from all the nations and ethnic groups of the world.
Prayer Points

As you review this lesson with your child, meditate
on the promises of God and His power and faithfulness to
keep them. Ask your child: Are you trusting in God alone
for your salvation? Do you believe that God will keep His
promises? Pray...

• for a heart of faith that will joyfully embrace and
trust in the promises of God.
• that you and your child would have faith awakened
in your heart.
• that God would use each of you to glorify God
among the nations and gather for Himself a people
from every tribe and tongue.

How many stars are in the sky above? Count them. There are
stars.
Would a real night sky have even more stars than this? What promise did God make to
Abraham when he looked up at the night sky? (Hint: Genesis 15:5)
57

L esson 9
Jesus, What a Savior!

God Makes a Promise to Abraham

God Makes a Promise to Abraham
• God chooses Abraham
to be His friend and
gives Abraham faith to
trust in Him.

Lesson 1: God is the Most Special Person of All
Memory Verse: Isaiah 46:9b
God's true Word, the Bible, tells us who He is and what He is like. He alone can make us truly happy.

Lesson 4: Adam and Eve Sin and Reject God
Adam and Eve sinned: they did not love God most of all.

t e a C h e r’ s G u i d e

Curriculum
Introduction

Jesus, What a Savior
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Print Format: printed in black and white and spiral bound.

Jesus

w h at a

sav ior !
verse Cards

C. The Growing in Faith Together: Parent and Child
Resource Pages are packaged together to be given
to parents at the beginning of the year. This saves
administrative time for the church staff and/or teacher
and provides parents with a valuable tool for discussing
the lessons and facilitating review.

Jesus,

verse Cards

Print Format: printed in full color on 8.5 by 11 inch
heavy cardstock.
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